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same page, Love takes up the argument presented by Gibbs, and in 
his elegant style, adds further insight into the limit of the 
graphical representation of the partial sums of the Fourier 
series. Finally, Gibbs bounces back in the April 27, 1899 issue 
(p. 606), recognizes the inadequacy of his earlier argument, and 
draws the correct conclusion as regards the Gibbs phenomenon. 
But all this interchange was of little purpose, for fifty 
years earlier, Henry Wilbraham worked out all the pertinent 
mathematics on this phenomenon, and published the results, com- 
plete with illustrative diagrams, in the Cambridge and Dublin 
Mathematical Journal 3 (NS) (1848), pp. 198-201. Based on the 
series 
y = cos x - l/3 cos 3x + l/5 cos 5x + . . . . 
Wilbraham’s presentation is so clear and conclusive that it 
renders the interchange between Love, Michelson, and Gibbs quite 
unnecessary. 
This is an outstanding example of effort spent duplicating 
already existing results. 
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One of the working groups at this conference will be Group 
“P”: The history of mathematics in relation to the teaching of 
mathematics. 
The three sessions of the group will discuss: 
1. Examples of history of mathematics useful in secondary 
school: case studies or problem studies of topics in current 
syllabuses. 
2. The purpose and content of courses for teachers. Examples 
of current syllabuses, modes of examination. 
3. Philosophical background. Views of the nature of mathematics 
and their influence on mathematics teaching. 
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